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  A‐27  Alaska Content Standards 

Alaska Content Standards 
English/Language Arts 

 
  
A student should be able to speak and write well for a variety of purposes and 
audiences. 

 
A student who meets the content standard should: 

1) apply elements of effective writing and speaking; these elements include ideas, organization, vocabulary, 
sentence structure, and personal style; 

2) in writing, demonstrate skills in sentence and paragraph structure, including grammar, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation; 

3) in speaking, demonstrate skills in volume, intonation, and clarity;  
4) write and speak well to inform, to describe, to entertain, to persuade, and to clarify thinking in a variety of 

formats, including technical communication; 
5) revise, edit, and publish the student’s own writing as appropriate; 
6) when appropriate, use visual techniques to communicate ideas; these techniques may include role playing, 

body language, mime, sign language, graphics, Braille, art, and dance; 
7) communicate ideas using varied tools of electronic technology; and 
8) evaluate the student’s own speaking and writing and that of others using high standards. 

 

A student should be a competent and thoughtful reader, listener, and viewer of 
literature, technical materials, and a variety of other information. 

 
A student who meets the content standard should: 

1) comprehend meaning from written text and oral and visual information by applying a variety of reading, 
listening, and viewing strategies; these strategies include phonic, context, and vocabulary cues in reading, 
critical viewing, and active listening; 

2) reflect on, analyze, and evaluate a variety of oral, written, and visual information and experiences, including 
discussions, lectures, art, movies, television, technical materials, and literature; and 

3) relate what the student views, reads, and hears to practical purposes in the student’s own life, to the world 
outside, and to other texts and experiences. 

 
 
A student should be able to identify and select from multiple strategies in order to 
complete projects independently and cooperatively. 

 
A student who meets the content standard should: 

1) make choices about a project after examining a range of possibilities; 
2) organize a project by: 
 a. understanding directions; 
 b. making and keeping deadlines; and 
 c. seeking, selecting, and using relevant resources; 
3) select and use appropriate decision-making processes; 
4) set high standards for project quality; and 
5) when working on a collaborative project: 
  a. take responsibility for individual contributions to the project; 
  b. share ideas and workloads; 
  c. incorporate individual talents and perspectives; 
  d. work effectively with others as an active participant and as a responsive audience; and 
 e. evaluate the processes and work of self and others. 
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(Alaska Content Standards, English/Language Arts continued…) 

 
 
A student should be able to think logically and reflectively in order to present and 
explain positions based on relevant and reliable information. 

 
A student who meets the content standard should: 

1) develop a position by: 
 a.  reflecting on personal experiences, prior knowledge, and new information; 
 b.  formulating and refining questions; 
 c.   identifying a variety of pertinent sources of information; 
 d.   analyzing and synthesizing information; and 
 e.   determining an author’s purposes; 

2) evaluate the validity, objectivity, reliability, and quality of information read, heard, and seen; 
3) give credit and cite references as appropriate; and 
4) explain and defend a position orally, in writing, and with visual aids as appropriate. 
 

 
A student should understand and respect the perspectives of others in order to 
communicate effectively. 

 
A student who meets the content standard should: 

1) use information, both oral and written, and literature of many types and cultures to understand self and others; 
2) evaluate content from the speaker’s or author’s perspective; 
3) recognize bias in all forms of communication; and 
4) recognize the communication styles of different cultures and their possible effects on others. 
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ALASKA CONTENT STANDARDS 
Technology 

 
  
A student should be able to operate technology-based tools. 
 
 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) use a computer to enter and retrieve information; 
2) use technological tools for learning, communications, and productivity; 
3) use local and world-wide networks; 
4) manage and maintain technology tools; and 
5) diagnose and solve common technology problems. 

 
 
A student should be able to use technology to locate, select, and manage information. 
 
 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) identify and locate information sources using technology; 
2) choose sources of information from a variety of media; and  
3) select relevant information by applying accepted research methods 

 
 
A student should be able to use technology to explore ideas, solve problems, and derive meaning. 
 
 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) use technology to observe, analyze, interpret, and draw conclusions; 
2) solve problems both individually and with others; and  
3) create new knowledge by evaluating, combining, or extending information using multiple technologies. 
 

 
A student should be able to use technology to express ideas and exchange information. 
 
 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) convey ideas to a variety of audiences using publishing, multi-media, and communications tools; 
2) use communications technology to exchange ideas and information; and  
3) use technology to explore new and innovative methods for interaction with others. 

 
 
A student should be able to use technology responsibly and understand its impact on individuals and 
society. 
 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) evaluate the potentials and limitations of existing technologies; 
2) discriminate between responsible and irresponsible uses of technology; 
3) respect others’ rights of privacy in electronic environments; 
4) demonstrate ethical and legal behavior regarding intellectual property, which is the manifestation of an 

original idea, such as computer software, music, or literature; 
5) examine the role of technology in the workplace and explore careers that require the use of technology; 
6) evaluate ways that technology impacts culture and the environment; 
7) integrate the use of technology into daily living; and 
8) recognize the implications of emerging technologies. 
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ALASKA CONTENT STANDARDS 
Library/Information Literacy 

 
  
A student should understand how information and resources are organized.  

 
A student who meets the content standard should: 

1) recognize that libraries use classification systems to organize, store, and provide access to information and 
resources; 

2) understand how library classification and subject heading systems work; 
3) understand how information in print, non-print, and electronic formats is organized and accessed; 
4) search for information and resources by author, title, subject, or keyword, as appropriate; and  
5) identify and use search strategies and terms that will produce successful results. 

 
 
A student should understand and use research processes necessary to locate, evaluate, and 
communicate information and ideas. 
 

A student who meets the content standards should: 

1) state a problem, question, or information need; 
2) consider the variety of available resources and determine which are most likely to be useful; 
3) access information; 
4) evaluate the validity, relevancy, currency, and accuracy of information; 
5) organize and use information to create a product; and 
6) evaluate the effectiveness of the product to communicate the intended message. 

 
 
A student should recognize that being an independent reader, listener, and viewer of material in 
print, non-print, and electronic formats will contribute to personal enjoyment and lifelong learning. 

 
A student who meets the content standard should: 

1) read for pleasure and information; 
2) read, listen, and view a wide variety of literature and other creative expressions; and 
3) recognize and select materials appropriate to personal abilities and interests. 

 
 
A student should be aware of the freedom to seek information and possess the confidence to pursue 
information needs beyond immediately available sources. 
 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) know how to access information through local, national, and international sources in printed and electronic 

formats; 
2) recognize the importance of access to information and ideas in a democratic society; 
3) access information on local, state, national, and world cultures and issues; 
4) evaluate information representing diverse views in order to make informed decisions; and 
5) assimilate and understand how newly acquired information relates to oneself and others. 

 
 
A student should understand ethical, legal, and social behavior with respect to information 
resources. 

 
A student who meets the content standard should: 

1) use library materials and information resources responsibly; 
2) understand and respect the principles of intellectual freedom; 
3) understand and respect intellectual property rights and copyright laws; and  
4) develop and use citations and bibliographies.
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